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What is claimed is: 

1 . A locking switch, comprising: 

5 a shaft that engages one or more electromechanical switches; 

a knob that is secured to the shaft such that when the knob is rotated, a rotary motion 
is imparted to the shaft and to the electromechanical switches engaged by the shaft; 
a lock ring having multiple slots; and 

a lock lever that is attached to the knob and that is captured in one of the slots in the 
1 0 lock ring to prevent rotation of the knob. 

2. The switch of claim 1 wherein the knob surrounds the lock ring. 

3. The switch of claim 1 wherein the knob includes a slit through which the lock 
15 , lever is inserted and mounted within the knob. 

4. The switch of claim 1 wherein the shaft, the knob, the lock ring, and the lock 
lever are separate components that are capable of being assembled to retrofit an installed 
switch. 

20 

5. The switch of claim 1 wherein the shaft includes a first flat area on an end of 
the shaft that fits within the knob to prevent rotation of the knob about the shaft. 

6. The switch of claim 1 wherein the shaft includes a second flat area on an end 
25 of the shaft to engage the one or more electromechanical switches. 

7. The switch of claim 1 further comprising a fastener that secures the knob to 
the shaft. 

30 8. The switch of claim 7 wherein the fastener includes a screw. 
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9. The switch of claim 1 wherein the knob and the lock lever each include a hole 
through which a pin is inserted to attach the lock lever to the knob. 

10. The switch of claim 1 wherein the lock lever includes a machined feature that 
5 is captured in one of the slots of the lock ring to prevent rotation of the knob. 

11. The switch of claim 1 wherein the lock lever includes a hole to receive a 
locking device to prevent use of the switch. 

10 12. The switch of claim 1 wherein the lock lever includes a bent tab to provide a 

grip point on the lock lever. 

13. The switch of claim 1 further comprising a bearing, wherein the shaft fits 
through the bearing and the bearing is secured in the lock ring. 

15 

14. The switch of claim 13 wherein the bearing includes a threaded bearing. 

15. The switch of claim 13 further comprising a lock nut to secure the bearing 
within a cover. 

20 

16. The switch of claim 1 further comprising a marking plate on which one or 
more positions of the switch may be marked. 

17. A method for assembling a locking switch to an enclosure, the method 
25 comprising: 

threading a bearing assembly through an opening in a cover, wherein the bearing 
assembly includes a threaded bearing, a shaft, and a lock ring having multiple slots; 

attaching a knob to the shaft of the bearing assembly, wherein the knob includes a 
lock lever inserted through a slit in the knob and attached to the knob; 
30 attaching a lock nut over exposed bearing threads that protrude through the cover; and 

securing the cover to an enclosure. 
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18. The method as in claim 1 7 further comprising attaching the lock nut to a back 
of the cover with a fastener. 

19. The method as in claim 17 further comprising throwing the lock lever such 
that the lock lever is captured in one of the slots to prevent rotation of the knob. 

20. The method as in claim 19 further comprising inserting a locking device 
through an opening in the lock lever to prevent use of the locking switch. 

21. The method as in claim 17 wherein attaching the knob to the shaft includes 
surrounding the bearing assembly with the knob. 

22. The method as in claim 17 further comprising engaging the shaft with one or 
more electromechanical switches. 

23. The method as in claim 17 wherein threading the bearing assembly, attaching 
the knob, attaching the lock nut, and securing the cover is to retrofit an installed switch. 
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